REVIEW: UPFOLD MID-PILOTHOUSE 16M

Quiet evolution
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and six in build.

he mid-pilothouse provides the same accommodation space as a flybridge boat for the

same length but with a profile thar is half a level lower, as illustrated in the diagrams on

page 46, in this article

As Upfold's latest, 16-metre mid-pilothouse, Bellagie, demonstrates, the transitions from
galley to saloon, and saloon o bridge are l¢ft open to maintain easy flow and communica-
tion throughouwt the bear, rather than the definite separation of a fybridge boat.

The mld-gﬂ]arhuusc lowers the centre of gravity and attraces less wm:i:lg\c —which makes
for a more efficient boar underway and a more obedient boat at anchor, Its also casier 1o
berth in a crosswind and some prefer the aesthetics, ton,

However, none of these were Upfold's morive when he adapred the bridgedecker concept
to his motoryachts 20 years ago. His mather, then in her sixties, was finding the steep steps
to the flybridge increasingly difficult and Upfold realised that split levels in the boar would
require fewer steps, at a gentler gradient, to move throughout the boat. The concept
reached its full potential when applied to the wider beam of modern launches.

Bellagio is owned by Maurice McKenzie and his wife, Daphne. They have visited the town
of that name in Iraly; it means "nice place to be',

McKenzie had admired the 15m Upfold design, Simply Red, during its build in the
Clevedon vard of Scott Lane. When Simply Red was launched, McEense commissioned
Beilagis. She is Lane's third Upfold design; he has starred on the fourth, a 6-footer.

Boating New Zealand experienced Bellagio on a day when 25 knots from the west brought
through rain squalis just on dock-off and berthing time. Squelch.

McKenzie's previous boat was a 4#0-footer with stern legs but he was at ease with this 50-
footer and besotted with the bow thruster which jostled the boat from its berth and into the
faireay. Onboard were Bill Uipfold, Scott Lane and his father, Milton Lane

As we headed cur into the blustery slop of the Wanemata we had the breeze up our back-
side and were warm and cosy on the bridge. McEenzie had the wheel and | took the next

STORY BY REBECCA HAYTER B PHOTOS BY MIKE HUNTER

THE CLASSIC BRIDGEDECKER EMERGED EARLY LAST CENTURY BUT
Auckland designer Bill Upfold happily credits it for inspiring his mid-pilothouse

motoryachts. They account for around 70% of the 44 boats he has in the water

Bellagio, the Bill
Upfold-designed
mid-pilothouse
motoryacht. She uses
the mid-pilothouse
configuration to
achieve the same
accommodation as
on a flybridge launch
of similar length, but
with a profile that is
half a level lower.
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FROM LEFT: Bill Upfold, designer;
Scott Lane, boatbuilder;
Maurice McKenzie, owner,

best spot beside the :}iu}'!?e: on the o=
three scater, leather helm sear. There iz a
sliding hatch above the helm
the breeze and

to let in
allow the skipper to
stand and stick his head out the top, as
in the ||:':|Jg¢-|1'9-: kers.

The window wipers gave us !.‘!-'-i”'_'P"‘""
of the Wairemata harbour but 1 was sull
taking in the screens and dials on the
helm console. They
duplicate, for the twin €50hp Caterpillar
31268 engines. The two Caterpillar fuel

wWere m I'IS'[J_‘.' n

management screens dominated the

dashbeard, monitoring exhaust temper

ature, boost, percentage of engine load
bcmg used = usually about 52F, litres
per hour — around 9 litres depending
on our speed
Above eve level, a Raymarine moni-
tor provided four screens in ome —
including a sounder and a camera view
of the engine room or the cockpit. The
Ravmarine « |11r|!|'||1’|lh':_lr.1.;.ur Was
mounted next 1o it McKenzie seermed
on first-name basis with all of them.
Bellagio’s planing hull is typical
Upfold: a fine entry and warped plane
aft. She felt the sea state but it was a
comfortable, smooth transition from

wave o wave, a :.'|'|||'|-|ik:- feel, rather
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ABOVE LEFT: Plenty of electronics,
inr.!uding pngi?r.e munimrﬁng.

on the helm,

ABOVE: The twin, 450hp Caterpillars
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ABOVE: Bellagin's saloan, looking aft
towards the galley, left, and bridge.
ABOVE RIGHT: The bridge,

viewed from tha aft dack.

looked out the window.

The BEP switchboard also [ives in the
saloan; Seflagio is a complex boat, elec-
trically speaking, and MecKenzie paid
special wribute to Jeremy Gilbert of
Watercraft Electrical for the immaculate
cable inscallation.

The steps o the bridge lead aft to
port; the steps 1o the galley are to star-
board. The galley has bench top stove,
conwection/microwave oven, a fridge
which can alse be a freczer depending on

temperature selected and frosted glass-
fronted storage including a full heighe
pantry —no more fiddling around in the
backs of lackers for the sugar.

Thase wha have trouble finding dish-
washers will have an excuse — it has the
same pancling as the other cupboards,
Anocther trick is the floor boards in the
sole, Lane decided that Jatches would
collect dust, s he and a stainless stee]
expert devised two concealed chokes
which remately lift the floorboards.

Crpposite the galley s the owners'
double cabin - a leng way from the kids'
cabin up for'and. Its ensuite is also the
day head, close te the cockpir Each
bathroom has o 73-litre hot water cylin-

der to avoid losing heat as the water
travels the length of the boat.

just aft of the galley, inside the sliding
door tothe cockpit, is the boat's only din-
ing table, suitable for four people. A cup-
board oppaosite holds the fishing rods.

MckKenzie welcomed input from oth-
13 in the project — but not in the cock-
pit. Here, mid-transom, he has an island
where a man can fillet fish on the large
baithoard — his friends tell him it's huge-
Iy optimistic: wash down the mess, wash
his hands in the basin and pur waste in
the two, enormous pull-out bins.

The island iz also home to the boat's
name, beautifully crafred in Perspex
with a ';:||'E|~, 'swil;|in3_ B and painted in

silver, all lit by hidden strip lighting,
Thers is an autematic sscurity light so if
the McKenzies go visiting in daylight
and return afver dark, it'll be a lot easier
to find their boat in the anchorage

The watermaker and genset are
bencath the cockpit sole,

Two sliding panels close off the cock-
pit either side, making the boat a great
place for grandehildren, An aft helm, to
port, helps with berthing,

[he full-size barbecue is inside the
cockpit, up against the main bulkhead
and concealed under a cover. A small
bar fridge keeps the cockpit fishers coal

['he for'ard double cabin has access va

the engine room, anather nice place for
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the owner to be. The twin Caterpillars,
in full-gloss, stark white splendour, are
well foreard in the boat which s good

for trimming the hull bur the prop
shafts are six metres long = about the
limit for prop shafts. They are supported
bw three bearings.

The boat has no air conditioning to
save weight and Upfold was confident
that 450hp engines would easily meer
the owner's request for 20 knots cruis-
ing speec. However, Upfold suggesved
the cost saving go tewards high qualiry
propellers. Bellagie's Brunton props give
her a top Rl:-wl.'. of 28 knows. She dis
P:ilLl,‘\ 18 vonnes.

The hull is built over computer-cut

For
” l The galley, with dining table aft, just

beside the sliding door to the cockpit.

temporary frames. The lay-up is ply
glass-balsa-glass with the ply as the
inside skin, This makes a stable structure
with a clean interior that requires less
fairing than the strip plank methods.
For our homeward trip, | took the
helm and pointed the bow through the
Rakino Channel, into the wind-against-
tide that was creating big holes in the

sca. At 17 knots, Bellagio found the odd |

trough and vook spray over her foredeck
until Upfold pushed the twin throttdes
forward to 20 knows — from there on, we
cruised smaoothly over the tops and
could switch off the windscreen wipers.

Oft Rangitoro Light, we met up with
the camera boat and put Bellagie
through some hard turns for the pho-
os. She felt totally secure in the cor
ners, the skeg and the props hanging on
bt it was hard work bringing the whesl
from lock o lock in the esses, Upfold
said this is more pronounced an Belfagia,
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The drawings show the profiles and
configuration of Upfold's flybridge
model, top, and Bellagio’s

mid-pilothouse,

qulhh.- a reflection of the Fln‘;-peilr.rg'

: determined grip on the water.
| Bellagio continues to meer the high
[ standards of Upfold design and Scort
Lane's boatbuilding. She's a fantastic
family boat, with internal access
oo tI'IrlJI::Ighi]l:lt and the power to explore
the extended coastline. Wherever she
goes, she'll be a nice place o be. in

SPECIFICATIOMNS

loa 16m
beam Sm
draft o Ara
disp 18t
fuel cap 2000L
R Y
e_ngines 2x Caterpllh:ﬁalp“

Suppliers to Bellagio include: M&D McKenzie: owner; Bill Upfold: design; Scont Lane boarbuilder, cabinet work; Steellions: stainkess steel; Chatfield Engineerin: shafts; Brunton: pro-
pellers; Caterpillar: engines; McCauley Contractors engineering; BEP: switchboard, sea recovery, watermaker; Capilano: steering, Raymarine: scunder, racar, GPS; Bennett: trim tabs; Jabsco,
seaschlight; Brother: fax; Mulr: winch; Sealand Vacuum: heads; Fisher&Paykel dishwasher; Meile: oven; Dcean Air: refrigeration; Panasonic TV video; Aguapro: dinghy; Howick Upholstery



